
 

- 1 - 

NEBRASKA AUDITOR OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS 
 Mike Foley Mike.Foley@nebraska.gov 

 State Auditor PO Box 98917 

State Capitol, Suite 2303 

Lincoln, Nebraska 68509 

402-471-2111, FAX 402-471-3301 

auditors.nebraska.gov 

December 15, 2025 

 

Dr. Matthew McCarville, Chief Information Officer 

Nebraska Department of Administrative Services 

Office of the Chief Information Officer 

501 S. 14th St. 

Lincoln, NE 68508 

 

Dear Dr. McCarville: 

 

As you may know, the Nebraska Auditor of Public Accounts (APA) analyzed the disciplinary actions of certain 

current and former employees of the State of Nebraska as part of the Annual Comprehensive Financial Report 

(ACFR).  During this process, the APA examined the substantiating evidence for such disciplinary actions to 

determine whether there was a material financial impact to the State of Nebraska (State).   

 

One disciplined former employee selected for analysis was Patrick Wright, the previous Chief Information Security 

and Privacy Officer for the Nebraska Office of the Chief Information Officer (OCIO).  At the time of his 

termination, this position was paying over $120,000 per year.  Among other things, it was questioned why Mr. 

Wright received a travel expense reimbursement from the State but also requested payment of those same travel-

related expenditures from two third-party organizations – the National Association of State Chief Information 

Officers (NASCIO) and the Center for Internet Security’s Multi-State Information Sharing and Analysis Center 

(MS-ISAC) Executive Committee.   

 

It should be noted that the Nebraska Department of Administrative Services proved most cooperative and helpful 

with our inquiry regarding Mr. Wright, providing in a timely fashion the specific information requested.  

 

The APA found the following details about Mr. Wright on an archived version of the MS-ISAC Executive 

Committee’s webpage: 
 

Patrick Wright is the State of Nebraska’s Chief Information Security and Privacy Officer responsible for overseeing 

data security and privacy for the state government.  Patrick is an information security professional who has worked 

in both the public and private sectors and holds multiple industry certifications, with a bachelor’s degree in 

information technology and a master’s degree in public policy and administration.  He has also attended the Harvard 

Kennedy School of Government Cybersecurity: Intersection of Policy and Technology workshop.  He has many years 

of experience at operational and strategic cybersecurity levels. 

 

He develops and guides the State of Nebraska’s statewide cybersecurity initiatives by chairing the Security 

Architecture Workgroup under the Nebraska Information Technology Commission and the Cybersecurity Grant 

Committee for the State and Local Cybersecurity Grant Program.  Beyond state government, Patrick also chairs the 

Cybersecurity Workgroup for Network Nebraska, providing cybersecurity counsel to the K-12 and higher education 

communities within the State of Nebraska. 

 

Mr. Wright served as a member of the MS-ISAC Executive Committee while employed by the State. 

 

Currently, Mr. Wright is the Director of Cyber Strong Nebraska, a non-profit organization dedicated to enhancing 

cybersecurity awareness, education, and resources within this State.  
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As a result, the APA began limited preliminary planning work to determine if a full financial audit or attestation 

would be warranted.  Pursuant thereto, the APA acquired financial records and other relevant documentation 

pertaining to Mr. Wright.  Based on the outcome of this preliminary planning work, including an analysis of the 

information obtained, the APA has determined that a separate financial audit or attestation is unnecessary at this 

time.  Nevertheless, during the course of the preliminary planning work, the APA noted a certain issue that merits 

corrective action.   

 

The following comment and recommendation, which has been discussed with the appropriate members of the OCIO 

and its management, is intended to improve internal control or result in other operating efficiencies. 

 

Comment and Recommendation 

 

Patrick Wright was hired by the OCIO on July 13, 2020, and terminated employment on February 6, 2025.  Twice 

during his tenure with the OCIO, Mr. Wright submitted travel expense reimbursement requests to both the State 

and third-party organizations for the same expenditures, using the identical documentation on each occasion.  

 

The table below summarizes both incidents of suspected impropriety by Mr. Wright:  

 

Description Training Event 

Total Amount of 

Possible Fraud 

United Flight Purchase 

2024 NASCIO Leadership 

Summit in Milwaukee, WI $493.96 

State of Nebraska Expense Reimbursement Hotel Charge 2024 Executive Committee 

Meeting – Washington, DC 

$1,558.36  

United Flight Purchase on State Purchasing Card $707.96  

Total Amount Believed to Have Been Duplicated in Request for Reimbursement $2,760.28 

 

2024 NASCIO Leadership Summit in Milwaukee, Wisconsin 

On August 12, 2024, Mr. Wright submitted a State travel expense reimbursement request, totaling $493.96, for a 

United Airlines flight to Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  See Attachment A hereto for a copy of the full reimbursement 

request.   

 

On August 22, 2024, Mr. Wright submitted a reimbursement request, totaling $493.96, through the National 

Association of State Chief Information Officers (NASCIO) portal for the same United Airlines flight to Milwaukee, 

Wisconsin.  The supporting documentation submitted by Mr. Wright as part of this request, which is shown in 

Attachment B hereto, was duplicative of what he had provided to the State with his previous reimbursement 

request.  Mr. Wright did not use his work mailing or email addresses when requesting the reimbursement from 

NASCIO.  Shortly thereafter, Mr. Wright received the requested reimbursement from NASCIO through a virtual 

card on August 30, 2024.  He made two transactions at Hy-Vee Aisles Online and Surgical Associates PC, in 

Lincoln, Nebraska, totaling $485.77, on the card and, after a period of non-use, the remaining $8.19 was refunded 

to NASCIO. 

 

2024 Executive Committee Meeting in Washington, D.C. 

On December 13, 2024, Mr. Wright submitted a State travel expense reimbursement request, totaling $1,657.86, 

for a hotel stay, meal per diem, and airport parking relating to a work trip to Washington, D.C.  See Attachment C 

hereto for a copy of the complete reimbursement request.  A State purchasing card (ending in 7598) had been used 

on November 25, 2024, to pay $707.96 for Mr. Wright’s flight on United Airlines for the trip. 

 

Within 30 minutes of signing and submitting his State expense reimbursement, Mr. Wright emailed a representative 

of the Multi-State Information Sharing & Analysis Center (MS-ISAC), requesting $2,266.32 for the same flight and 

hotel costs.  Some of the supporting documentation submitted with this request was duplicative of what Mr. Wright 

had provided to the State with his previous reimbursement request.   
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The following is an image of Mr. Wright’s reimbursement request email to MS-ISAC:    
 

 
 

See Attachment D hereto for the hotel billing and flight purchase documents that Mr. Wright submitted to MS-

ISAC to support his reimbursement request.   
 

Nowhere in his reimbursement request to MS-ISAC does Mr. Wright acknowledge having sought reimbursement 

from the State for the same expenses, much less that they had been paid by the State instead of by him personally.  

Mr. Wright did write to MS-ISAC in late January 2025, however, claiming that there had “been a 

misunderstanding,” and the reimbursement payment received from that organization should have been issued to the 

State rather than to himself.  See Attachment E hereto for a copy of the letter.  This communication was dated 

around the same time – it is unclear whether before or after – that the OCIO had informed Mr. Wright of possible 

policy violations by him, including the duplicative reimbursement requests alleged herein.     
 

In response to Mr. Wright’s letter, MS-ISAC issued a new check on January 31, 2025, to the “State of Nebraska 

Attn: Patrick Wright,” totaling $2,266.32.  As of August 8, 2025, however, this check had not been cashed.  
 

MS-ISAC also reimbursed Mr. Wright for travel expenses, totaling $1,890.25, arising from his attendance at the 

2023 ISAC Annual Meeting in Salt Lake City, Utah; however, he did not request travel expense reimbursement 

from the State for this meeting.  
 

The information presented above suggests that Mr. Wright may have intentionally claimed, as well as received 

payment for, duplicated travel costs.  This gives rise to potentially serious statutory concerns. 
 

To start, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-511 (Reissue 2016) provides, in relevant part, the following: 
 

(1) A person is guilty of theft if he or she takes, or exercises control over, movable property of another with the intent 

to deprive him or her thereof. 
 

(2) A person is guilty of theft if he or she transfers immovable property of another or any interest therein with the 

intent to benefit himself or herself or another not entitled thereto. 
 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-512 (Reissue 2016) states the following, as is relevant: 
 

A person commits theft if he obtains property of another by deception. A person deceives if he intentionally: 
 

(1) Creates or reinforces a false impression, including false impressions as to law, value, intention, or other state 

of mind; but deception as to a person’s intention to perform a promise shall not be inferred from the fact alone 

that he did not subsequently perform the promise; or 
 

(2) Prevents another from acquiring information which would affect his judgment of a transaction; or 
 

(3) Fails to correct a false impression which the deceiver previously created or reinforced, or which the deceiver 

knows to be influencing another to whom he stands in a fiduciary or confidential relationship; or 

 



 

- 4 - 

(4) Uses a credit card, charge plate, or any other instrument which purports to evidence an undertaking to pay 

for property or services delivered or rendered to or upon the order of a designated person or bearer (a) where 

such instrument has been stolen, forged, revoked, or canceled, or where for any other reason its use by the actor 

is unauthorized, or (b) where the actor does not have the intention and ability to meet all obligations to the issuer 

arising out of his use of the instrument. 
 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-603 (Reissue 2016) provides the following: 
 

(1) Whoever, with intent to deceive or harm, falsely makes, completes, endorses, alters, or utters any written 

instrument which is or purports to be, or which is calculated to become or to represent if completed, a written 

instrument which does or may evidence, create, transfer, terminate, or otherwise affect a legal right, interest, 

obligation, or status, commits forgery in the second degree. 
 

(2) Forgery in the second degree is a Class IIA felony when the face value, or purported face value, or the amount of 

any proceeds wrongfully procured or intended to be procured by the use of such instrument, is five thousand dollars 

or more. 
 

(3) Forgery in the second degree is a Class IV felony when the face value, or purported face value, or the amount of 

any proceeds wrongfully procured or intended to be procured by the use of such instrument, is one thousand five 

hundred dollars or more but is less than five thousand dollars. 
 

(4) Forgery in the second degree is a Class I misdemeanor when the face value, or purported face value, or the amount 

of any proceeds wrongfully procured or intended to be procured by the use of such instrument, is five hundred dollars 

or more but is less than one thousand five hundred dollars. 
 

(5) Forgery in the second degree is a Class II misdemeanor when the face value, or purported face value, or the 

amount of any proceeds wrongfully procured or intended to be procured by the use of such instrument, is less than 

five hundred dollars. 
 

(6) For the purpose of determining the class of penalty for forgery in the second degree, the face values, or purported 

face values, or the amounts of any proceeds wrongfully procured or intended to be procured by the use of more than 

one such instrument, may be aggregated in the indictment or information if such instruments were part of the same 

scheme or course of conduct which took place within a sixty-day period and within one county.  Such values or 

amounts shall not be aggregated into more than one offense. 
 

Neb. Rev. Stat. § 28-911 (Reissue 2016) prohibits “abuse of public records,” as follows: 
 

(1) A person commits abuse of public records, if: 
 

(a) He knowingly makes a false entry in or falsely alters any public record; or 
 

(b) Knowing he lacks the authority to do so, he intentionally destroys, mutilates, conceals, removes, or impairs 

the availability of any public record; or 
 

(c) Knowing he lacks the authority to retain the record, he refuses to deliver up a public record in his possession 

upon proper request of any person lawfully entitled to receive such record; or 
 

(d) He makes, presents, or uses any record, document, or thing, knowing it to be false, and with the intention that 

it be taken as a genuine part of the public record. 
 

(2) As used in this section, the term public record includes all official books, papers, or records created, received, or 

used by or in any governmental office or agency. 
 

(3) Abuse of public records is a Class II misdemeanor. 
 

Further, Neb. Rev. Stat. § 49-14,101.01(1) (Reissue 2021) of the Nebraska Political Accountability and Disclosure 

Act restricts the use of resources under the “official care and control” of a public official or public employee, as 

follows: 
 

A public official or public employee shall not use or authorize the use of his or her public office or any confidential 

information received through the holding of a public office to obtain financial gain, other than compensation provided 

by law, for himself or herself, a member of his or her immediate family, or a business with which the individual is 

associated. 
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Per subsection (7) of that same statute, “[A]ny person violating this section shall be guilty of a Class III 

misdemeanor . . . .” 

 

Aside from these, and possibly other, potential statutory concerns, it should be noted that good internal control and 

sound accounting practices require procedures to ensure that travel expense reimbursement requests are not 

duplicative, and payment should only be claimed from the State for allowable expenditures not reimbursed by 

others. 

 

Without such procedures, there is an increased risk for fraud or the misappropriation of funds. 

 

We recommend the OCIO continue to work with all parties involved to ensure not 

only full recoupment of any State funds paid improperly to Mr. Wright but also 

the fulfillment of any investigation by the appropriate law enforcement authorities 

into the allegations detailed herein.  Because this comment gives rise to concerns 

regarding possible violations of State statute, we are forwarding the information 

herein to the Nebraska State Patrol, the Nebraska Attorney General, the Nebraska 

Accountability and Disclosure Commission, and the Lancaster County Attorney 

for further review.  The APA will also forward the details of this matter to the 

Nebraska Department of Revenue and the U.S. Internal Revenue Service. 

 

OCIO Response: 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on and review your office’s recommendations following your 

investigation into Patrick Wright and our internal reimbursement policies.  We take these matters seriously and are 

committed to ensuring the highest standards of accountability, transparency, and internal control in the 

management of State resources.  

 

Regarding your comments and recommendations, we are actively working with the appropriate parties to support 

the full recoupment of any funds determined to have been improperly paid, and we will cooperate fully with any 

investigations undertaken by the relevant authorities.  

 

Additionally, we have amended our internal policies to include additional safeguards designed to prevent this from 

happening again.  These safeguards include enhanced procedures for reviewing and approving travel expense 

reimbursement requests, strengthened verification processes to ensure expenditures are allowable and not 

duplicative, and additional oversight mechanisms to reduce the risk of error, fraud, or misappropriation.  Beyond 

that, we will continue to regularly review our processes and policies to ensure that we are adequately protected.  

 

We appreciate the thoroughness of your investigation, the recommendations offered, and your professionalism 

throughout this process. If you need anything else, please contact our office.  

 

* * * * * * 

 

Our audit procedures are designed primarily on a test basis and, therefore, may not bring to light all weaknesses in 

policies or procedures that may exist.  Our objective is, however, to use the knowledge gained during our work to 

make comments and recommendations that we hope will prove useful to the OCIO. 

 

Draft copies of this letter were furnished to the OCIO to provide its management with an opportunity to review and 

to respond to the comment and recommendation contained herein.  Any formal response received has been 

incorporated into this letter.  Such response has been objectively evaluated and recognized, as appropriate, in the 

letter.  A response that indicates corrective action has been taken was not verified at this time. 

 

This communication is intended solely for the information and use of the OCIO and its management.  It is not intended 

to be, and should not be, used by anyone other than these specified parties.  However, this communication is a matter 

of public record, and its distribution is not limited.  
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If you have any questions regarding the above information, please contact our office. 

 

Audit Staff Working on this Examination:  

Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE – Deputy Auditor  

Mason Culver – Auditor-In-Charge 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

Craig Kubicek, CPA, CFE 

Deputy Auditor 

Auditor of Public Accounts 

Room 2303, State Capitol 

Lincoln, NE 68509 

Phone (402) 471-3686 

craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov 

 

cc. Nebraska State Patrol 

 Nebraska Attorney General 

 Nebraska Accountability and Disclosure Commission 

 Lancaster County Attorney 

 Nebraska Department of Revenue 

 U.S. Internal Revenue Service 

mailto:craig.kubicek@nebraska.gov


 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER Attachment A 

2024 NASCIO Leadership Summit – Milwaukee, WI 

State of Nebraska Expense Reimbursement Request 
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2024 NASCIO Leadership Summit – Milwaukee, WI 

NASCIO Expense Reimbursement Request 
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 OFFICE OF THE CHIEF INFORMATION OFFICER Attachment E 

Patrick Wright January 20, 2025, Letter 
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