


































September 8, 2025 
     
Mayor Knudsen called the Council meeting to order at 6:11 p.m., immediately following the Budget 

Hearing and the Hearing for the Final Tax Request.  Roll Call: Koester, Eriksen, Erwin. Hartung - absent. 

City Adm, Dan Kuhlman, Clerk Carlson and Attorney Keelan Holloway were also present.   

The Open Meetings Act was posted and acknowledged. Notice of the meeting was published in the 

Laurel Advocate on 8.27.25 and posted in three public places on 8.22.25.  The agenda was on file at the 

Clerk's office and kept continually current. Advance notice of the agenda & meeting was given to the 

Mayor & Council.  

Eriksen made a motion, Erwin second to approve the consent agenda (minutes & claims). Roll Call Vote: 

Aye – Eriksen, Erwin, Koester. Hartung – absent.  Motion carried.  

Koester made a motion, Eriksen second to approve the Pay App (#2) for Feilmeier Electric LLC on the 

2024 Water Meter Improvement Project for $47,618.50 with a net change of (3,362.20).   Balance 

remaining including retainage is $2,000.00.  Roll Call Vote: Aye – Eriksen. Erwin, Koester.  Hartung – 

absent.  Motion carried. 

Mayor Knudsen asked for public comment on any agenda item. Kami Asbra and Alesia Barker had a 

question on Ordinance #636-2025 regarding abandoned vehicles and related to businesses.   

Nicole Dennis and Rachel Hansen addressed the Council on plans they would like to see to update the 

Laurel City Park. They are looking at an inclusive park design which is designed for everyone regardless 

of age or ability or background.  They met with Annette Sudbeck from Coleridge to gain knowledge 

about the Coleridge City Park Project and also met with Burke Equipment to discuss budget, goals, and 

needs for the park. They had a bid proposal from Dostal Construction for $207,052.50. Creative Sites, 

LLC gave a quote for the playground equipment/freight and Ecoturf Poured Rubber Surfacing for 

$317,625.00.  The total project with installation (Dostal Construction) is $524,678.00.   They are asking 

the City of Laurel to 1) add ADA parking stalls on the north side of the park 2) remove current 

playground equipment 3) responsible for initial dirt work and to approve the City Park project so they 

can go ahead with fundraising.  They will move forward with fundraising and the formal approval of the 

project will be placed on next month’s agenda.   

Chris Miller was not in attendance as a guest for agenda item #6)2. 

Administrator Report – The water meters were remotely read for the first time with the Neptune 360 

software for the August billing. Working with Roger Protzman from JEO about a possible Hydraulic pressure 

system as a possible solution to the Norris water pressure problem.        

Dan Kuhlman reported for Ec. Development – Cruise Night was Thursday, August 14th. Randy Swanson won 

the People’s choice award for the car show.  The Chamber tailgate was held August 29th during the LCC -

GACC football game.  The Tree board has gotten approval for the grant “Trees for Nebraska Towns” for 10 

free trees. These will be planted along the south side of 4th St. heading toward the entrance to Haskell Field.   

The CRA met Tuesday, September 2nd. Discussion on the farm rent of the 110 acres.  They also voted to sell 



the 304 Alma St. property to Rusty Reifenrath.  The Logan Creek Vintage and Thrift will move forward with 

renting the old flower Shop building with possibly opening by the end of September. Nielsen’s Coffee and 

Fresh Eats should be open by the middle of the month.   They will be open for breakfast and lunch.  

Police Report - The August monthly summary is as follows: 2 fix it tickets, 6 warnings, 2 parking tickets, 5 

animal complaints, 2 criminal mischief, 2 motorist assists., 2 outside assists, 14 school traffic, 6 citizen 

complaints, 1 funeral traffic, 3 welfare checks, 2 alarms, 190 building checks, 2 nuisance vehicles, 2 

suspicious persons, 1 arrest, 4 disturbances, 4 traffic complaints, 1 Theft. The police car traveled 334 miles.  

Trey Morgensen also reported for the CRA.  The 304 Alma lot was cleaned out.  Farm rent discussion.  

Ryan Kraemer, auctioneer will be setting up a sale of the personal property from the Hillcrest Care Center.  

Dan Kuhlman reported for the Senior Center. Katelyn Engebretsen would like an Advisory Committee to 

bounce ideas off of and make sure the senior’s voice is heard.  Scheduling on Tuesday’s and Thursdays are 

difficult and would like consideration of an assistant Manager position.  Starting Oct 1, Meals on Wheels 

will have the meals delivered to the Senior Center and is looking for volunteers to deliver in town to the 

Seniors.   

Budget – Fiscal year ending September 30, 2026 
Erwin made a motion, Eriksen second to adopt Resolution #2025-415 setting the final tax request for 
2025-2026.  Roll Call Vote: Aye – Erwin, Koester, Eriksen. Hartung – absent. Motion carried. Koester 
made a motion, Erwin second to waive the 3 readings on Ordinance #638-2025 adopting the 2025-2026 
Laurel City Budget.  Roll Call Vote: Aye- Koester, Eriksen, Erwin. Hartung - absent.  Motion carried.  “AN 
ORDINANCE TO ADOPT THE BUDGET STATEMENT TO BE TERMED THE ANNUAL APPROPRIATION BILL; 
TO APPROPRIATE SUMS FOR NECESSARY EXPENSES AND LIABILITIES; AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE.” Erwin made a motion, Eriksen second to pass & approve Ordinance #638-2025. Roll 
Call Vote: Aye – Eriksen, Erwin, Koester. Hartung – absent. Motion carried.  Koester made a motion, 
Erwin second to approve a 3% increase in Employee’s wages.  Roll Call Vote:  Eriksen, Erwin, Koester. 
Hartung – absent.  Motion carried. 
 
Eriksen made a motion, Koester second to waive the second and third readings of Ordinance #636-2025 

(to repeal Ordinance # 441) relating to abandoned vehicles.  Roll Call Vote: Aye – Eriksen, Erwin, Koester.  

Hartung – absent.  Motion carried. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAUREL, NEBRASKA, PERTAINING TO 

WRECKED OR ABANDONED MOTOR VEHICLES, AMENDING CHAPTER 5 OF THE MUNICIPAL CODE OF 

LAUREL, NEBRASKA; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES OR SECTIONS AND 

ORDINANCE NO. 441 ADOPTED JULY 7, 2001; AND TO PROVIDE FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.  Eriksen made a 

motion, Erwin second to pass & approve the Abandoned Vehicle Ordinance #636-2025.  Roll Call Vote – 

Aye – Koester, Eriksen, Erwin.  Hartung – absent. Motion carried. (Attorney Holloway changed Section 5-

505 (2) from 48 hours to 72 hours after the parking of such vehicle shall have become illegal, if left on a 

portion of public property on which parking is legally permitted.) 

 

 



Erwin made a motion, Koester second to waive the second and third readings of Ordinance #637-2025 

replacing yield signs to stop signs on 3rd St – Bruce Street to Pine Street. Roll Call Vote: Aye – Eriksen, 

Erwin, Koester.  Hartung – absent.  Motion carried. AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF LAUREL REPLACING 

THE CURRENT YIELD SIGNS WITH STOP SIGNS ON 3RD STREET FROM THE INTERSECTION AT BRUCE STREET 

EAST THROUGH THE INTERSECTION AT PINE STREET; TO PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING 

ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL BE IN FULL FORCE AND TAKE EFFECT. Koester 

made a motion, Eriksen second to pass & approve Ordinance #637-2025.  Roll Call Vote – Aye –Eriksen, 

Erwin, Koester. Hartung – absent. Motion carried.  

Koester made a motion, Eriksen second to adopt Resolution #2025-416 – adopting the Local Hazard 

Mitigation Plan update.   Roll Call Vote: Aye -Eriksen, Erwin, Koester.  Hartung – absent.  Motion carried.  

Erwin made a motion, Koester second to waive the second and third Readings of Ordinance #639-2025. 

Roll Call Vote: Eriksen, Erwin, Koester.  Hartung – absent. Motion carried.  AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY 

OF LAUREL TO REPEAL ORDINANCE NO. 634-2025 AND THE FRANCHISE FEE SET FORTH IN SECTION 

110.05 OF THE GENERAL ADMINISTRATIVE ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF LAUREL, NEBRASKA; TO 

PROVIDE FOR THE REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCES; TO PROVIDE WHEN THIS ORDINANCE SHALL 

BE IN FULL FORCE AND TAKE EFFECT.  Eriksen made a motion, Koester second to pass & approve 

Ordinance #639-2025.  Roll Call Vote: Aye – Erwin, Koester, Eriksen.  Hartung – absent.  Motion carried.   

At 7:01 P.M., Mayor Knudsen entertained a motion to enter into executive session for consideration of 

personnel discussion for protection of an individual to address City Administrator’s updated contract. 

Koester made a motion, Erwin second to enter executive session to discuss the Administrator’s updated 

contract. Roll Call Vote – Aye – Koester, Eriksen, Erwin. Hartung - absent. Motion carried.  At 7:16 p.m., 

the Mayor once again restated the reason for the closed session.  At 7:21 P.M., the Mayor closed the 

executive session.   Erwin made a motion, Eriksen second to update the City Administrator’s salary to 

$87,250.00. Roll Call Vote: Aye – Eriksen, Erwin, Koester.  Hartung – absent.  Motion carried. 

At 7:22 P.M., Koester made a motion, Erwin second to adjourn. Roll Call Vote: Aye – Erwin, Koester, 
Eriksen. Hartung – absent.  Motion carried.  
 
The next regular scheduled Council meeting will be Tuesday, October 14th at 7:00 P.M.    
Victoria L Carlson 
Laurel City Clerk 
 










