


















































 

 1

MINUTES 
Middle Republican Natural Resources District 

Board of Directors Meeting 
Tuesday, September 9, 2025, at 9:05 AM 

208 Center Ave, Curtis, Nebraska 
 

Board Members Present: Tracy Zink, Benjie Loomis, Andy O’Dea, Joe Anderjaska, Jay Schilling, Dan Nelsen, 
Rick McConville, Kevin Fornoff, Shane Rippen 
 
Board Members Absent: Jolene Messinger, Travis Rousselle 
NRD Staff Present: Jack Russell, Sylvia Johnson, Alex Boyce and Stacie Owens 
NRCS Staff Present: Jason Kennedy 
Others: John Rundel, Mark Uerling 
 
Information Posted to Directors I-Pads: 
Agenda – Budget Hearing  Budget Packet 
Agenda – Regular Meeting  Regular Meeting Minutes   
Financials    SW Weed Management Request Letter 
Surface Water Report   Civil Rights Handout      
  
Information E-Mailed: 
None 
 
Information Handed Out: 
SW Weed Management Info  
   
REGULAR MEETING 
1.  The regular monthly board meeting was called to order by Chairman Zink at 9:06 a.m.     

a. Verify Quorum. 
b. Excused Absences.  
 

2. The agenda and roster were circulated to those present.  
  
3.  Notice of the regular monthly meeting was published in the North Platte Telegraph and the McCook Daily 
Gazette and was posted at the MRNRD Office and on the District website at www.mrnrd.org.  As a courtesy it 
was also provided to local radio stations. Guests should also note the location of a current copy of the statutes 
dealing with public meetings and the booklet with the information provided to directors. 
 
4.  The Minutes for the August Board Meeting were posted to the Directors iPad.  
 

 Schilling moved to approve the Minutes of the August Regular Board Meeting. Seconded by 
Loomis.          

                        Ayes – 7  Nays – 0 Abstain – Fornoff, Rippen  Motion Carried 
 
5. FINANCIAL ACTIONS 

A. Russell presented the Financial Report.  
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Schilling moved to approve the August Financials as presented. Seconded by Anderjaska.               
Ayes – 9 Nays – 0 Motion Carried 

 
A copy of this report is filed with Minutes. 
 
 B. Approve Budget/Occupation Tax.  
 

 Anderjaska moved to approve the additional 1% increase in Restricted Funds Authority, the 
Budget and set final tax request and occupation tax at $10/acre as presented. Seconded by 
Schilling.           

                        Ayes – 8  Nays – Rippen             Motion Carried 
  
6. OPEN FORUM 
None. 
 
7. SW WEED MANANGEMENT – JOHN RUNDEL 
Rundel went over their successes over the last 3 years, describing their operations and the funding restraints.  
Currently have 22-23 interested landowner contracts for invasive tree removal they would like to complete and is 
requesting some help from NRD’s of $2,500.  
 

♦  McConville moved to approve funding request of $2,500.00. Seconded by O’Dea. 
 Ayes - 9        Nays – 0            Motion Carried 

 
8. MARK UERLING 
Uerling went over his PowerPoint for the board explaining his situation in detail. The Board took no action. 
  
9. MANAGER’S REPORT 
 A. Dry Creek 2A. Russell updated the board on his and Boyce’s meetings and discussions with parties 
relating to the dam. Currently looking like decommissioning the dam is the likely route. Working on paperwork 
and any loose ends that will need completed before final determination. There will be some expenses associated 
with hiring BSB to breach the dam.  
 
 B. Other. Jake Miller from Culbertson won the Grassland Conservation Award which Dizmang had 
entered him into.  We have hired a new technician, Sheldon Prentice. She will be starting on the 15 th. Boyce will 
have a rough draft of the Water Quality Plan for their review soon. 
 
10. NRCS- KENNEDY 
Currently certifying conservation stewardship reviews. 52 grassland CRP contracts have been awarded through 
FSA so they have until next Friday to get their part done on those contracts. Field work continues. EQIP CSP 
signup for 2026 deadline is November 21st.  
 
11. NARD - ANDERJASKA 
 A.  Annual Conference, Sept 28-30 in Kearney. Preparing for conference.  No resolutions were submitted 
and not expecting any more so will add some breakout sessions to conference to cover the time that was usually 
used to review resolutions.  
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Husker Harvest Days are coming up so preparing for that as well. 
  
 
12. WATER QUALITY AND QUANTITY TASK FORCE – ANDERJASKA 
Committee meeting have been good and will have a full task force meeting sometime later this month.  
 
13. NSIA – SCHILLING 
Nothing new. 
 
14. N-CORPE - LOOMIS 
There was meeting in Imperial on August 20th but he was unable to attend.  Budget numbers are being worked on 
for future approval. 
 
15. LEGAL MATTERS   
None. 
 
16. OTHER 
None. 
 
17. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A. Ongoing Litigation.  
 
♦  O’Dea moved to enter into executive session to discuss ongoing litigation with Board Members 

and Staff.  Seconded by McConville. 
 Ayes - 9        Nays – 0               Motion Carried 

 
Chairman Zink restated, for the record, the limitation of the subject matter of the closed session. 
 
Entered at 10:00 a.m. 
 

♦  O’Dea moved to exit the executive session. Seconded by McConville. 
 Ayes -         Nays – 0            Motion Carried 

 
Exited at 10:16 a.m. 
 

 
The next Regular Board Meeting will be held Tuesday, October 14, 2025, at 9:00 a.m. via Zoom. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 10:18 a.m. 
 
 
 
______________________________ 
Stacie M. Owens, Board Secretary 


